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PREACHED b 


MercnanTs HALL, Briſtol, Nor. 10. 1715. 


J/Oted and Ordered, Ne- 
mine contradicente, that 
the Thanks of this Hall be 
given to the Reverend Mr. 
 Goldwin, for his excellent 
Sermon this Day preached 
before the Society of Mer- 
chants, in St. Stephen's 
Church, and that he be deſt= =, 
red to Print the ſame. 
_ Fane, Cler. £ 


On the Honourableneſs, Uſefulneſs, and Duty of 
MERCHANT S$. 


FA E R M 0 ON 


| PrEACHD before the FI 
| Sacrety of Merchants, 
= IN THE 
City of Bx 70L. 
8 AT 

St. Stephen's Church, 


| | On the Tenth of NOVEMBER, 1715. | 


By 1 GOL DWI N, M. A. 


| Late Fellow of King's-Coliege in C. ambridge, now | 1% 


T7.- Maſter of the Grammar: School 1 in Brifiol. 
"BRISTOL 


| Printed for Ric HARD GRAVETT, Bookſeller 


on the Tolzey, by HENRY GREEP in 
 Bridewelb-Lae MDOCXV. A 


OO. 
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"Whos 57 2 El 


MASTER, 


E And the other 5 
8 ENT IL E MEN 


OF. THE 


Mer chants Hall 
B R 1 8 * 0 . 


Gentlemen, 


Thought it a ſufficient 
Honour to Preach before 


fuch an honourable and uſe- 


ful 
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T he 1 88 _ 


ful Body, and You can't 


but end the Diſcourſe was | 
deſignd only for the Ear; | 

but fince You have paſſed a | 

Vote upon me, I muſt ſub- 

mit it to a trier Tryal, | 
the Eye of the Publick. The 
following Order is its beſt 

Recommendation, and in- 

deed, ſince printed and pub- 

liſh'd at Your Requeſt and 
Charge, the Sermon is not 
Mine, but Yours, and there- |} 
fore for Your Sake, I freely 
venture the Preſs and its 

ns uſual 


"The Data.” 


uſual Conſequences; and tho 


the Maſter's Choice, and the 


handſome Allowance of the 
Hall, is an ample Payment 
for much brighter Perfor- 


mances, yet I ſhall think my 


ſelf better paid, if any thing | 

in even this of Mine can 
contribute to make us all 

| 200d Chriſtians, faithful Sub- 

S jets to his Majeſty, and 

peaccable Promoters of the 

common Happineſ, that this 


City, whoſe Civil Intereſt 


is ſupported by Your Em- 
ployment, 


T he Dedication. 


ployment, may once again 


of him, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Who is, with all due Reſpe@s, 


flouriſh and abound, in Una- 
nimity, Peace and Trade. 
W hich is the hearty YC 


10 
* 


18th Chapter of the Revelations, and Part of the 
zd Verſe, 


Fon thy Merchants were the great Men of 


the Earth. 


great City, which fell from its height 
of Glory and Succeſs into miſerable 
Ruin and Contempt, is the Subſtance 
of the whole Chapter: And among its Miſeries, 
the decay of Trade ſeems to bear a principal Share, 


For if you conlult the 12th and 13th Verſes, you _ 
lee her in a flouriſhing Condition —The Mere han- 
diſe of Gold and Silver, precious Wood, Braſs, Iron, 


and Marble, Wine and Oil, nay, and Slaves too, are 


there mention'd as the rich Products of their In- 


duſtry and Traffick; but then the 17th and 19th 
Verſes deſcribe her under a Black Cloud of La- 


mentation. For, tis ſaid, every Ship Maſter, and all 


the Company in Ships and Saylors ſtood afar off, [aying, 
alas, alas, that great City, wherein were made Rich 
all that had Ships in the Sea, by reaſon of her Coftlineſs . 
for in one Hour ſbe is made Deſolate - The Lite and 
Glory ot the Place funk into Deadneſs and Shame, 
ſhe loſt both her Reputation and her Trade, the 
8 of the One, being the uſual Support of the 
Other. . 


Now the Cauſe of this Judgment on Babylon, 
was the abominable Wickedneſs of its Inhabitants, 
B who 


HE Fall of Babylon, that ancient and 


The HONOUR ABLENESS, USEFULNESS, 


Rev. xv111. 
verſ. 5, 


vrho by ſeveral hints thro st. John's Viſions, ſeem 


„„ — 


ſtain' d with Bloodſhed, Fornication, Violence and 
Pride, and a Luſt after Power, which always pro- 
duces Emulation, Strife and Confuſion — Theſe her 


Sins had reach d unto Hcavim, and God remember d 


her Iniquities. And the firſt Cup of Vengeance 
God prepar d as their Portion to Drink, was a 
Lots of Trade, and what more ſenſible Wound 
could a Place, that Subſiſts by Commerce, feel, 


than a Failure of that, which is the Sinews and 
Strength of its Welfare. Human Bodies ſoon lan- 
guiſh and dye, if they want a due ſupply of 


' Nouriſhment, and a regular Circulation of the 


Blood, which is the Life: Accordingly, Civil Con- 
ſtitut ions are apt to ſicken and decay, it the com- 
mercial Branches of it ſtagnate for want of free 


Proper Channels, to diſperſe and diſt: ibute, to 


Verl. II. 


give and receive the Fruits and Returns of their 


Labour. This was the Caſe of Babylon, whoſe 
Merchants wept over her, for no Man buyeth her 


Merchandiſe any more. 


Prxnays this Paſſage may ſuit ſeveral Places 


as Great, as Populous, but I hope not ſo Corrupt, 


as Babylon; I had rather leave that to the cool 


Reflection and Judgment of every private Perſon, 
than to offer to run the Parallel; nor indeed does 


it exactly correſpond ; for Babylon met with its 
Total overthrow, and laid her Honour in the Duſt ; 


but, Bleſſed be God, this Commodious Seat of Com- 
merce is not yet fo far loſt to the Intereſt of Reli- 


gion, and it ſelf. The leſſing of Heaven, rightly 
applied to, the Protection of a gracious Monarc, 


well 


and DuTY of MERCHANTS. 


well obey' d, the Countenance of the Parliamentary 
Power, which is ever caretul of Commerce, a 
greater regard to the Church Doctrine and Mor- 
hip, than Party-Paitons and unnatural Heats, and 
_ eſpecially a more Chriſtian and Brotherly Concur- 
rence for the Publick Peace; theſe Influences can't 
fail of recovering the common Honour and In- 


tereſt of the City to its former Luſtre. And will 


not this 1ncorporate Body be of one Heart and one 
Mind, and rather Praiſe the Lord, tor the mutual 


Benefits or fo honourable and advantageous an 


Eſtabliſhment, an Eſtabliſhment, that enables its 


Members to do Good and Commmicate, than unrea- 


ſonably divide 5 Hon ſe and Kingdom againſt it 
ſelf? For I need not tell ſuch an Audience; that 


Trade, like the Veſſels that carry it on, moves 


fateſt under the influence of gentle Weather, with- 


out the Storms and Waves of violent Paſſions, and 
a Tide of inconſiſtent Humours. He that vuleth 
the Raging of the Sa, and rebuked the Winds, 


taught us alſo to compoſe the furious Storms within 
our Breaſts, and have Peace one with another. 


Sven a tractable ſedate Compoſure of Temper, 
ſuch an Harmony of Aflection, eſpecially, it ſup- 


ported by perſonal Vertnes in your Moral and 


Chriſtian Character, is the likelieſt Method to pro- 
mote the publick and private Intereſt, to advance 
the Honourableneſs of the Mercantile Employ- 
ment, and thereby get the Character of the Text, 
—Thby Merchants are the great Men of the Earth—. 


B 2 FROM 


The HONOUR ABLENESS, USEFULNESS, 


Frou which Words you will eaſily give me 


leave to condider ; 


7 Iſt, Tur Honourableneſs of the Merchants 
Employment, Then en 


Secondly, IS HALL recommend to your Conſi- 


deration, how many good and noble Purpoſes ſuc! 


an Employment may ſerve. And, 


Laſtly, 1 SHALL beg leave to ſubjoin a Word 


or two to the preſent Occaſion, 


Iſa. xx11, 
8. 


11 Chron, 
IX, 21, 


1. Turn the Honourableneſs of the Employ 
ment appears from the Character of the Perſons 


concern d: For Men of Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Credit, give a good Countenance to any Buſineſs. 


Now the Scripture, tho? it frequently declares 
againſt filthy Lucre, greedineſs of Gain, and the 


Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, yet ſpeaks ſo honou- 


rably of this Calling, that when it mentions Tyre, 
that traded in Silk and Purpl}, it calls her Mer- 


chants Princes, and her Trafickers the Honon- 


rable of the Earth. And if we conſider the full 
Character Solomon bore, as one of the moſt ſump- 
tuous Monarchs of the Eaſt ;, and yet amid all his 
Glory, a Merchant, which probably ſupported the 


Magnificence of his Throne; the King's Ships 
went to Tarſhiſh, and enery three Tears once came the 


Slips of Tarſhiſh, bringing Gold, and Silnen, and 


| Tvery — I ſay, if a Solomon turn'd his Thoughts 


this Way, the Character of the Royal tr 
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adds Weight and Reputation to the Employ you $ 
are engaged in: So that if neither Diſhoneſty, nor — 
immoderate Avarice defile the Conſcience and Cre- 
dit of the Dealer, the Bun /s in great Waters, 
conſidered in it ſelf, is a noble and honourable 
Concern. ö : T3 


Bur, 2dly, The Honourablenels of Trade ap- Ki 
pears alſo from its Antiquity, which ever gives a „ 


fort of Veneration and Relpect. 9 
Fo whereas God in his Wiſdom divided the ; 
World by Waters, and canton d Mankind out into 5 
different Nations aud Multitude of Iſles, tis very 1 
probable the Neceſlity and mutual Want of each N 
other's Products, inclin d Men very early to At- "ol; 
tempts after Navigation and Commerce; and tho? 1 


their Methods of Management fell vaſtly ſhort of 
the preſent Perfection and Exactnels, which has 
recerv'd a mighty Help from the gradual Improve- 
ment of all Arts and Sciences, the Invention of 

the Needle, and Dexterity and Skill in Arithme- 
tick, yet Trading is as old as Tyre and S don, which 
having convenient Situations, as maritime Places 
of Syro-phænicia, are mention d by Ezekzel with the | 
higheſt Encomiums for rich Dealings and Corre- | 1 

 tpondence, and recorded by Homer and Herodotus, * 
as the principal Inventors and Promoters of Trade. 

So that if Antiquuty can give a Sanction and Re- 
commendation to any Practice, the Merchants 
Employment derives Authority and Glory from - 
ancient Precedents ; and I dare ſay, the Moderns 1 
have not degenerated in this Point: J am ſure I EE . 

| | can | 1 


— 


— 


10 The HONOURABLENESS, USEFULNESS; 


can as ſafely and roperly ſay to this Place, as the 


Ezek. xxvii. Prophet did to Tyrus, —O thou that art fituate at 


3, 4. 


the entry of the S a, which art a Merchant of the 
P-ople for many Iſies, thy Builders have perfected thy 


Beauty —. | | 

Bur further: The Honourableneſs of the Em- 
ployment appears alio from the very Effects it pro- 
duces. For it Induſtry, Riches, and Honour are 


inſeparable Companions, who cn make a better 
Claim? It the Trophies of military Glory and 
Spoils of the Field of Battle, tho' ſtain'd with ſo 


much Blood, challenge ſuch Marks of LUiſtin&ion 


and Honour, what thall we fay of Merchandiſe, 


which by a fair, peaceable, induſtrious Way col- 


lects and diſtributes a vaſt Proſuſion of Wealth to 
ſupply the gay Delicacies of the Noble, and the 


Neceſſities of the Poor? And ſure if a fooliſh Em- 
peror obtain d a Triumph for but gathering up the 
Cockles on the Sca-Shore, what a Conqueſt 1s it 
over Winds and Seas, what an Honour to the Tra- 
der, what an Advantage to the Receivers, to bring 
up the Wealth of the Seas, and the various Pro- 


ducts of the Eaſt and Veſtern Coaſts ; and when 
you have given unto Ceſar, the things which are Ce- 


far's, then, like the rich Houſholer in the Go— 


{pel, bringing out of his Treaſures both old and new, 
you diſtribute the World's Encreaſe, and Gods 


Gitts to the reſpective Ules of human Lite. Is not 
this going about doing good? Is not this compaſing 
Sea and Land, not to gain Proſelytes to Error, as 


do the Mi ſionary Feſuits, and make them more and 


mere the Children of Hell? but this is to make many 


Rich : 


— „ band LAS Lond @a 1 


—— 


and DUTY of MERCHANTS. 


Rich: Is not this in many Inſtances to venture 
Lite and Fortune too, upon an uncertain Bottom 
and a more uncertain Element to ſerve the pub- 
lick Good? For tho” a Man's private Intereſt and 
Honour are more immediately concern'd, yet Mer- 
chandiſe is of univerſal Advantage, and of excel- 
lent Service to both Church and State. As I ſhall 
ew in the next Place, by recommending to your 
_ Conſideration, how many good and noble Pur- 
poſes, ſuch an Employment may ſerve. 


Bur then Trade being both Foreign and Do- 


meſtick, and having many Glorious Opportunities 
in both Reſpects, to promote the Service of God 
and Man, I ſhall conſider each diſtintly, 


1/, THEREFORE, as it extends it ſelf Abroad, 
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and goes down to the S'a in Shins, there it ſees the Pſal. cvii. 
Works of the Lord, and his Wonders in the deep; as it 23. 


commits it ſelf to the Care of Providence, who 
. commandeth the Waters (and what better Pilot can 
it have? ) There it finds an ample Theatre tor 
Admiration, Reflection and Praiſe. For every 


Breath of Wind that moves upon the Face of the 


Waters, every Motion of that great Secret in Na- 


ture, which firſt puzzled, and then drown'd a great 
Philoſopher, the alternate working of the Jide, 


declare the Glory of God, and this lower Scene of Pſal. xix. 1. 


Water, as well as the upper Firmament, fhews 


forth his Handy-work. Nay, the very Dangers of 
the Sea, the very Violence of Nature in Tempeſts 
and Hurricanes, may raiſe as much Seriouſneſs and 
Religion in a Man's Thoughts, as it does Horrour 


On 
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—— 


on his Spirits, when he fees and feels the 


Nahun 1.3, Lord bath bis Paths in the S- as, and his Way in the 


Ter, X X11] , 
23. 


I hij li ind tor, as the Pſalmiſt turther confirins 
it, At hrs nerd the ſtormy W ind ariſeth, and lift 
th up the Waves thereof — So that in the dangerous 
Purſuits of Gain, Religion may keep Pace wit]: 
Trade, and the Deity be acknowledged and a- 
dored, as a faithful and loving Creator, amidſt the 
convincing Wonders and terrible Glories of the 
watry Part of the Creation. And methinks Per- 


{ons plac d in a floating Station, with no Canopy, 


but the Skies, and no Support, but Water, it they” 
reflect at all on the Beauties and Uſe of bot hn at- 
they obſerve but thoſe Stars, that differ from on. 


another in Glory, as their Guides and Directors. 
ſure they muſt ſee enough rather to encourage 
Praver and Praiſe to the Lord of Heaven, thai: 


impioully Swear by his Name. God heareth out 


ot tne Deep, and by Virtue of his Inmenſity and 


Ommipreſence, preſides over every Latitude and 


diftant Corner of the World. Am Ja God at hand, 
and Not a Cod afar off © 


Ann whatever Ob: beriet are urge! from the 
Difficuky and Inconveniences of a Sea-faring Lite, 
1 dare lay, lome ſober Meditations on a greater 
Depth than the Sea, I mean, Eternity; ſome 


Views to a greater Gain than the Indies, l mean. 
Godlineſs ; ſome Devotion and I hankſgiving for 
paſt or future Bleflings, can be no hindrance either 
to the Means or End of Commerce; nay, *t1s the 


only true way to derive and contiinie the Current 


of God' 8 Favour and Protection on ſuch long and 


hazardous 


and DUTY of MERCHANTS. 
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hazardous Expeditions. The Diſciples cry'd, Save 


Lord, we ib, in the critical Minute of Diſtreſs, 
and obtain'd a Saviour to rebuke the Winds and 


o 


Seas to Obedience. St. Faul preſerv'd a whole 


Mat. viii. 
23, 24. 


- Acts xxvii. 
Crew from Death, by his perſonal Innocence and 


Piety. Indeed, thele were two Inſtances, where 


the immediate Interpoſition of God diſplay'd it 


elf in a miraculous Manner, to make his ſaving 


Power known unto Men, yet theſe Things were 


written for o Example, and we can't but gather 
this from the Apoſtles Behaviour, that a pious 
Application to God is never impertinent, that the 
_ Intereſts of Voyages and Religion are not incon- 
ſiſtent, but that the Service of God may in ſome 
Meaſure attend the Service of the Sea. And ſure 
J am, that Religion, and a Ccncern for God's 
Glory is the beſt Compaſs to Steer by; becauſe it 


has not the leaſt Variablone/s ror Shadow of turning; 


it will not only Conduct us fate to the Port of 


 Worldly Succeſs, but alſo to that great Haven, 


where we all would be, (and I hope all will) the 


| heavenly dwelling Place and Reſt of Souls. Thus 


Trade in its Road to this World's Goods, may 
advance the Intereſt of a better Lite: For you are 


not to think, that a rational Man is made, like 


the great Leviathan in the Deep, only to take his 


Paſtime therein, but amidſt the varions Scenes of 
Providence he muſt meet with in traverſing the 


. — 


Ocean, rather Praiſe the Ford for his Goo lreſs, 
and Declare the Wonders that he doth for the Chi- 
dren of Men. Eg bs | 


* 5 = BUT 


37, 
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Hcathens, Commerce gives a fair Opportunity ot 


Bur further, As Navigation has ſpread its 


Wings to the utmoſt Coaſts of the Farth, where 
the Glorious Light of the Golpel has not yet 


caſt its full influence upon the dark ignorant 


carrying that great Pearl of Price, which the wile 


Phil. i. 17. 


reformed Religion? Is it not a ſtrengthening and 


Merchant in the Golpel purchas'd at the Expence 
of his all, I mean, the Knowledge of the Kingdom 


of Chriſt, And what nobler Purpoſe can Trade 
ſerve, than by Examples of Morality, and a Con. 


ver/ation ordered by the Goſpel, convince Pagan: 


Countries, that the Chriſtian Faith and Practice 
is prelerable to Thouſands of Gold and Silver. Every 
Trader to Foreign Parts owes to God ſome Ac- 
knowledgment for his Safety and Protection; 
What better Offering can he make, than the Pro- 
pagation of his Goſpel, and what more acceptable 


Sacrifice of Praiſe,than a Soul converted to the true 


Honour alſo to the Church he himſelf profeſſes to 


be of, to extend its Doctrine and Worſhip? Is it 


not a laſting Credit to his Native Country, to let 


the Light of his good Works ſhine before Men, 


uh are in Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death? 
Can any thing more ſettle a Character for Honeſty 


of God, and encreaſe oſ his Religion, the Standard 
of his Converſation, and ſerve God at leaſt as much 


vaſt Heathen Continents, Rich in every Thing, 


and righteous Dealing, than to make the Glory 


as Mammon? Now Trade enlarging it ſelf to two 


but good Works, Chiriſtianity may there gather 
ſome Strength, and lighten the Gentiles; perhaps, 


indeed 


DO „ pp jp oo 


ba! 6 


pd. 64 AY a | Bog} hd © pp oo 


"and DuTy of MERCHANTS. 


indeed the Completion of ſuch a Matter may be 
rather a good With than a practicable Project, yet 
*tis plain, by the many Settlements and Colonies, 


and the Multitude of Ifles that Ryjorce, that Com- 


merce firſt made way for the Advancement of 
whatever Religion they enjoy; for the ſame 
Means that convey'd the neceſſary Exchanges of 
Wares, imported alfo that one thing needful, Chri- 


ſtianity, and proper Inſtruments to eſtabliſh and 


_ ſupport its Intereſt, ſo that Trade, tho' in its na- 


tural Tendency it ſeeketh its own, yet by the Ap- 


pointment of Heaven has been, and you all can't 


but hope will be, ſtill more ſerviceable to promote 


the Honour of God, and the Good of Mankind, 


the two principal Ends of all human Thoughts 


and Undertakm 88. 


Tnus ls I followed Commerce, and ſhewn 
its good Effects in its Courſes and Channels 


abroad; perhaps with more Zeal tor its encreaſe 
(becauſe tis lo beneficial a Branch of the Kingdom) 
than with Knowledse of its Management, which 


1s a Myſtery better known to Your Profeſſion, then 
Mine; however, this is Obv10us even to Me, that 


the Sea it ſelf is the firſt Stage, tor the Exer- 
cite of its Thoughts on God, and Pore zn Nations 
are the next Scene to advance his Glorv, and God 


grant * and Trade _ fourth and abound 


91 our the Diſcoveries of the new W orld, 


which has as much enlarged the Proſpect of God ; 
©; 2 


creative 


—_—— 
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Is 


creative Power, as it has opened frcſh Vems of 
Wealth and Trade; I forbear menticning the good 
Opportunities it gives to ſpread the delerved Fame 


of our Cie,. Kang, well conſtituted Church, and 
happy Country among diſtant Nations, who, no 
doubt, envy our Happineſs more than we ſeem to 


value it. 


I FORBEAR enlarging on theſe Heads, becauſe 


tis time to paſs on to the Second Branch of my 
Second Propoſition, and conſider the good Purpo- 


ſes aud noble Uſes of the home-management of 
Trade, eſpecially when it thus concenters and 
meets, I hope in as much real Affection of Heart, 
as Appearance of Perlons, in ſuch a collective Bo- 
dy now in view, which, like the Sea that enriches 
the whole, receives ſeveral Inlets and Streams 
from different Quarters, and yet unites in one 
great Fund and Receptacle of many Waters: In- 

deed, of late, the Floods lift up their Voice, the 
Waves daſh againſt each other, and rage horribly, 
yet the common Run of Buſineſs muſt go on; and 


how Praiſe-worthy are thoſe that calm the Surges 


of their private Heats to make up an Union in the 
. publick Intereſts! 25 e 


_) Now the great Advantages that flow from the 
* Societies for Merchandiſe may be 
-- tele: „ VVV 


/¼, As they contribute to maintain the Intereſt 
and Honour of good Government: The —_ 15 
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ſelt receives its beſt Revenues from the Sea; the 
Legiſlature is, as ic were, the Head, and the mi- 
litary P. wer is the ſteady Hand of the Conſtitu- 
tion; but the trading Part is the Nerves, Blood, 


and Lite of the whole Body: For it ſupports and 5 


ſupplies the National Treaſure, it circulates thro 
_ every Vein of the Kingdom, and gives a Spirit to 


the whole Oeconomy of Affairs; ior, lays Solomon, 


who well knew the Influence of Wealth upon a 
Civil State, Money anſwereth all things, and i: a 


Defence ; hence it is, that the wiſeſt Princes ever 
conſulted the Maintenance of the publick Good, 


and their own Grandeur, ſo far, as to grant Pri- 
vileges and Charters to incorporate Companies in 


Trade; and, I believe, this before me wants no 
Authority or Encouragement to promote the grand 


Affair of Commerce to the beſt Advantage and in 


the moſt amicable manner: I add, amicable man- 


ner, becauſe Trade ſhould mix no Party-fewel 


with its Concerns, in as much as it requires too 
much Thought, Contrivance and Induſtry for its 


ſelf, to ſpare any time tor political Diſputes and 
vain jangling of Words, which to our Coſt we know 


are as apt to deſtroy the Eſſence and Purity of Re- 
ligion, as they are to interrupt and confound the 


Profits of Commerce: This, as the Apoſtle adviſes 
us all, ſhould ſtudy to be quiet and do its own Bu ſi- 


neſs; for Storms of Variance and Diſcord of cur 
own raiſing at Home, areas tatal to the Merchant, 
as a real Tempeſt is to his Effects Aboard. It di- 
ſtreſſes Government, it breaks good Order and Diſ- 
FCC Cijpline, 
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cipline, and ſtops the Intercourſe of Correſpon- 
dence and Credit. 


Bur, 2dly, A further Advantage that neceſſa- 


rily follows in commercial Concerns, is the Em- 
ployment of the Poor, who otherwile are a dead 
Weight upon a Conſtitution : Idleneſs and Pover- 
ty are as pernicious to the Community, as they are 


{ure Attendants on each other. What a good Pur- 
poſe then does a trading Body ſerve, when by Ex- 


portations, by Returns, by Diſtribution of the 


World's Products, it employs and maintains, by 


honeſt Labour, thoſe Hands which, it uſeleſs and 
idle, might turn to acts of Diſhoneſty, Violence, 


or even Rebellion it ſelf? Merchants therefore 


have this Satistaction alſo, amidſt all the Plea- 


ſures of Gain, that they are, as it were, God's 


Stewards, with Garners full and pl-ntcous with all 
manner of Store, which they diſpenſe to their Fel- 
low-Creatures for further Manufacture and Im- 


provement; this ſpreads its rich Influence among 
Thouſands and Ten Thouſands, and prevents com- 
plaining in our Streets. 


Bur, 2dly, Another noble and truly Chriſtiar 
Uſe that Trade offers, is, that it enables its Mem- 
bers to dedicate part of 1ts Encrea'e to charitable 


Services, and thereby honour the Lord with a ſhare 


of that Subſtance, which he, the Giver of all 


gondk Gifts, and firſt Propietor, only lodges in 


their Hands, as a Treafure to be remitted back to 
Heaven, by feeding the Poor on Earth. I pre- 


tend 
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tend neither to Proportion the Quantity, nor the 


Methcd of Publick Charity; but to provide + 


ſettled and handſome Retreat for Old Age, decay'd 


by Nature, and impoveriſh'd by Misfortuncs, 
ſeems one of the moſt gift ntereſted and grenerous 
Acts of C harity ; „ tor tis giving and hoping for 310- 
thing again. The Mariners in Days of Old, are 
ſaid to carry a Picture of a Shipwreck, to move 
Pity and Generolity ; Here are poor ObjeFs as it 


were, caſt on Shore, who ſhow the true Picture of 


their broken Fortunes, by their Age and Infir- 


mity ; tis a decent and kind Provifion therefore. 
you have made, to put ſuch in an Harbour, where 


Retirement, Religion, and the I houghts of Death 
and Eternity are the only Views of their Lite, 

that their Gray Hairs may go down in Peace to the 
Grave. | | : 5 


T RERE is but one en that a 

may I not ſay, out-ſhines this Benefaction, and 
that"is the large Settlement, to bring up ſo many 
Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, 

and I the rather mention this, becaute it owes its 
Riſe and Eſtabliſhment to a Worthy Aember of 
your own Body, and mwt be ſupported by your 
tuture Guardianſhip and Care. Such Patterns are 
worth Imitation in the giving Part, as every Mon 
purpoſethin his Heart. For the beſt Uſe of Wealth 


is, as we have Oßportunity, to do good unto all Men; Gal. vi :- 


this is the Way, not only to make the Merchants 

the great Men of the Earth (tor Goodnels 1s the true 
Greatneſs) but to make them alio greateſt in the 

| —— Kingdom 


fy * Mt. 
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Kingdom of God, where neither Moth, wor Thief, 
nor Rnft, that is, neither the Teeth ot Envy, biting 


and devouring one another, nor violent Aſſaults, 
nor Party-Canker, that eats up its own Fruit, 


can reach thoſe Treaſures lay d up in Heaven. 


Invus then, I hope, it appears upon Review, 


that trading Societies are happily qualified to con- 
tribute to the national Welfare, to the Employ- 


ment and Support of the Poor, and (as theſs 


yecung Plants, and theſe decaving Branches of hu- 


man Nature ouzht gratefully to remember) are 


both willing and able to maintain ſuch charitable 


Pl. cxlviii. 
1 T. 3 


Endowments, whereby, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, both 
old Men and Children may praiſe the Name of the 
ä J 8 


I $HALL now only beg leave to ſub join a Word 


or Two, by way of Exhortation to this preſent 
Aſſembly and Occaſion. 


SĩN H then the Mercantile Employment carries 


ſo much Honour and Uſefulneſs in it, let me re- 


commend (tho' perhaps I need not) one ingred ient 
worth all the Reſt, and that is, a due Senſe ot, 
and a ſerious Regard for Religion. The Idolatry 


_ of Covetouſneſs may probably hinder the better 


Worſhip of the trus and living God; but conſider, 


what a Beauty tis to a Man's Character, what an 
Advancement of both his Spiritual and Temporal. 


Intereſt, to be Rich and Good. It Compleats the 


Man and the Chriſtian too, The Religious 1 
a . 0 


- 
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of a Wealthy Perſon, is a Sort of Gratitude re- 
pay d God tor the Bleſſings of Plenty and Succels, 
Riches may make themſelves Wings, and fly away, but 


Godlineſs is the greateſt and ſureſt Gain, and pro- 
fitable to all Things, having the Promiſes of both | 


ors. 5 


IN DEE D, the too common Snare and Tempta- 
tion, which Rich Men fall into, is Vanity and 
Luxury, Chambring and M antonme /; but if you. 
conſider, who gave the Abundlance, and tor what 
Uſes; if you Reflect, that the Almighty Hand, 


that gave, can take away, and thoſe very Winds 
and Waves, that waft your Subſtance, can in an 
inſtant, fink it allo, ſure Frugality, Sobriety 
and Temperance will better prepare the Soul for 
its Creator in another World, and better inure a 
Man's Mind and Bcdy, for a Change of Fortune 
in this, than Pride, Riot and Exceſs. © _ 
"Tis your lot to deal with the moſt dangerous 
and uncertain Elements of the World, ſteady Faith 
and practical Chriſtianity, is therefore particular- 


ly neceſſary for you, to engage Providence in your 
Cauſe. Solomon, that wiſe and rich King, (and do 


not thoſe Characters adorn our preſent Monarch? 


gives this Advice. Vith all thy G-ttings, get Un- Prov. iv. 5 


ler ſtanding, which laſt Word in his Time and Lan- 
guage meant, Religion, becauſe, the Fear of the 
Lord, is the Beginning of Wiſdom, and a good Un- 
derftanding have they that do thereafter, Seek 


therefore for this Pearl of Price, Buy this I. , 
. aud 


bf 


©. 
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os 


and ſell it not for no ſecular Intereſt, —becau'e the 
{ame Royal Author ſays, —The Merchandiſe of it 


is better than Silver, and fine Gold, She is more pre- 


Riches and Honour. 


cious than Rubies, and all the Things thou canſi de- 
fire, ar? not to be compared unto her; Length of 
Days is in her Right Hand, and in her Left Hand, 


Bur ſurther; The next Thing I would Exhort 


you to, is Induſtry and Diligence, tho' perhaps 


perional Intereſt may entorce this Duty, without 
the Trouble of Admonition or Precept. For cloſe 
Application to Buſineſs, and a careful Purſuit of 


_ a Man's Calling pays it ſelf; tis the Hand of the 
Diligent that maketh Rich; hence tis a Character 


5 1 
Prov. 111. 


145 IJ» 16. 


recommended in Scripture, - not Slothful in Buſi- 


neſs, —and in the 22d and 29th of Proverbs, — 
Seeſt thou a Man diligent in his Buſineſs? He ball 
ſtend beſore Kings, he ſhall not ſtand before mean 


Men, — © 


Bu r. the better Reaſon why Induſtry is recom- 
mendable, is, becauſe Attention to that Point and 
Station, where God has placed each Man, keeps 
him Regular and Uniform within his proper 


Sphere. It not only confines his Thoughts from 


rambling after vicious Courſes, but is alſo a very 
uſeful Preſervative againſt meddl:yg with other 
Mens Matters, and mingling his private Paſſions 


with Political Meaſures and State-Quarrels, which 


thould never poyſon the Streams of Trade. For 
I believe every Prot fant Member of Cech, and 
8 „ State, 


2 


. 
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State, every honeſt good Man, that fears God and 15 
honours t he King, and meddles not with them that are 
given to change, and that in regard to his Oath of 
God, will agree and lament with me, that private 
Men, going oat of their Line, the Pilot neglecting 
his own Helm, to which he was bred, to direct 
the great Helm of Government and thoſe that 1 
ide it 2 Ins an lens her a — 
guide it, whole Per ſons and Actions he” knows no- Fi 
thing of; the Merchant leaving his Concerns to _— 
ſettle the Intereſts of Princes, may I not ſay, for- 
Taking his Counter to peep into the Cabinets of 
Statelmen ? (and ſo indeed in all other Proteſſions) 
I ſay, this fond Curioſity has given an unhappy 
Shock to the common Proſperity and Peace. < + 7 
Whereas, conſtant Application to, and an inlu- 5" + 
ſtrious Purſuit of our proper Employment, pre- 9 
vents theſe irregular Sallies of the Paſſions, and 135 
perverſe diſputings, and ſo keeps the ſeveral Claſſes 
of Mankind in better Obedience to the eſtabliſhed 
Laws of God, King, and Country. Thu; whe 
St. Paul heard of ſome, that walked diſorderly, 
working not at all, but were Buſie-hodies, he com- 
mands and exhorts them, that with Puictnefs they 
work and eat their own Bread. wat . 


ANOTHER Exhortation, that naturally ariſes 
while I am ſpeaking to Men of Wealth and Sub- 
ſtance, is, to provoke one another, I cannot mæan 
unto Strife and Confufron, (for we Rave had too 
much of that already) but unto Charity and good 
Works: Not that I intend to enter into that l:r7e 
, Field, the Oligations, 3 Reaſons and Excelleu- 
0 2 cies 
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cies of diſtributing to the Neceſſities of the Saints, 


becauſe I hinted at it in the foregoing Part of 


this Diſcourſe; but I cannot but offer one Rea- 


fon, which may probably prevail with you to lend 


4 Share of that to the Lord, who was the Bene- 
factor of the whole, and upbraideth not, and that 
is, becauſe it is the ſureſt Way to grow rich; 
tor the expending Charity is a ſort of Trading: 
with Heaven, where the liberal Heart and Hand 


ſends his Goods, and receives ſome Thirty, ſome 


Sixty, ſome an Hundred fold into his Boſom: And 


is not that a noble Advantage, far Superiour to 


all the Profits of the Sea, when Heaven acknow- 


| ledges the Receipt, and not only returns Bleſſings 
in Hand, but gives the full Enjoyment of it ſelf 


Prov. xi. 25. 


Eccleſ. xi. 1 . 


at the Recompence of the Fuft? With this View 
ſays Solomon, The liberal Soul fhall be made fat; 
and he that watereth ſhall be watered alſo himſelf. 


And where you are adviſed to caft your Bread upon 
the Waters, for thou ſhalt find it after many Days. 


What can that Expreſſion imply, but that, as the 
Tide gocs out to Day, in order to return to Mor- 
row with greater Swell and Encreaſe, ſo the Di- 


| tribution of Alms brings back the Intereſt of freſh 


Abundance and Plenty; are ye therefore Rich in 
Revenue? Be Rich alſo in good Works, for with 


Encouragements to exerciſe this great Duty of | 


ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. . Ye have gene- 
rous Examples, frequent Opportunities, and vaſt 


| Charity. 


Bur 
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Bur there is another Sort of Charity, which I 
ſhall in the laſt Place, preſs upon you at this 
Jun&ure, and that is, no leſs than the Goſpel- 

Charity, Unanimity and Love, eſpecially as ye 
are a Body of Men, Fellow Chriſtians and Citizens, 
embarked upon that general Bottom of Commerce, 
which if ever tis broken into ſeparate Factions, 
or runs but in private Streams, grows cramped 
and confined to narrow Notions and ſelfiſh Views. 
"Tis true, the Itch after Government, and a_ 
Deſire for Pre-eminence is as natural a Vice, as 
tis the Foundation of all Diſcord. And therefore, 
Tays St. Fames, from whence come theſe Wars and 
Fighting among yon? Come they not from your 
Luſt? The Luſt after Power and Authority. Yet 
methinks Peace and mutual Love among Brethren 
carry's ſuch a Spirit of Chriſtianity, and true Po- 
licy too, in point of the common Intereſt, that not 
only this trading Place in general, but this conſi- 
derable Branch of it ſhould drop Animoſities, bury 
Diſputes either upon a publick or private Account 
in the Grave of Forgetfulneſs, and be at Unity with 
it ſelf. For the Voice of Joy and Peace muſt be with- 
in our Walls, it we expect the other Part of the 
Bleſſing, Plenteouſneſs within our Palaces ; other- | I 
wiſe, as the Pſalm expreſſes it upon another Oc- 1 
caſion, we may become a Scorn and Deriſion to them f 
round about us, who when they ſee unnatural Divi- 
fion confounding a great, rich, and populous Place, 
may juſtly put that Queſtion of the Prophet, Is 
tis your joyovs City, whoſe Antiquity is of an'. 
ent. Days? Her own Feet ſhall carry her afar to Iſa. xxiii. . 
Jejourn ; _.. 
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ſojourn; who bath taken this Counſel againſt hen 
Tis plain, her Situation is very convenient for 


Trading to the richeſt Part of the Globe; ſhe is 


planted, like a Tree by the Vatcr-fide, and I hope 
\ vill Wy the Fruit and Proſperity of her Station ; 
her Hands are many and induſtrious ; her publick 


Buildings and Benefactions handſome and noble; 
her Influence great and extenſive; her Correſpon- 
dence large, and her civil Intereſt common ; why 


then do not Brethren joytully dwell together in 
Unity? There is nothing wanting to compleat 


Four Honour and Happine's, but the full Obſer- 


van-ce of the Apoſtles Rule, Render to all their 
Dues; Fear to whom Fear, that is, God; Tribute 
to whom Tribute, that is, the Royal Head of our 


Rom, x111. 


Conſtitution ; Honour to whom Honour, that is, the 


Civil Mapiftrate and ow? no Man any Thing, but 


that Juſt and Chriſtian Debt, to love one another ; 


which, when duly paid, is the fulfilling the Law, 


the trueſt Mark of a Chriſtian, and the beſt Title, 
thro' Chriſt, to obtain that Kingdom, where at 
 laft I hope dwelleth all Righteonſmeſs and Peace. 


= _ Tavs havel finiſhed the ſeveral Points I laid 
down; and if the whole is ſummed up in a ſhort 


Abridgment, it appears, that your Profeſſion is 
Honourable and Uſeful ; that a deep Senſe of Re- 


ligion amidſt your encreaſe; a Diligence in Buſi- 


nels; a Charity to poor Objects, and brotherly 


Love, are the Four Duties required at your Hands, 


eſpecially the laſt, which excceds even Almſgi— 


ving and Martyrdom it ſelf; for, jays St. Paul, 


thou b 


r 
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though I give all my Goods to the Poor, and my Body 
to be burned, and have not Charity, it profiteth me 
nothing. And if thele Duties are put in Execution 

with as much Heartineſs and Sincerity, as, I call 
God to Witneſs, I recommend them, Happy are 
the People that are in ſuch a Caſe; Bleſſed are the 
People, that thus have the Lord for their God. 


I s YALL conclude all with ſome ſele& Paſſa- 1 
ges from the Prophet, very applicable to the pre- 4 
ſent Occaſion. e . 


Bx fill, ye Inhabitants of the Ii, thou whom the IIa. xXxii.. 
Merchants, that paſs over the Sea, have repleniſhed, © 
The Harveſt of the River is her Revenue, and ſheis 
a Mart of Nations. Thy Place of Defence ſhall be 
the Munitions of Rocks; Bread ſhall be given her, 
and her Waters ſhall he ſure, thine Eyes ſhall ſee the 
King in his Beauty, thin? Eyes ſhall ſee Feru/alem a_ 
quiet Habitation, and thou, that art full of Stirs, a 

tumult uons City, ſhall be a joyous City. Therefore, as 
the Prophet Feremy further adviſes, Seek ye the 
Peace of the City, and pray imto the Lord for it , for 
in the Peace thereof ſhall ye have Peace; which God 

of his infinite, but undeſerved Mercy grant, thro' 

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom, with the Father 

and Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, Power and Glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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